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PFSPONSE TO QEflCE ACTION 


Commissioner or Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C 20231 


Dear Sin 

The present is further to the Office Action dated December 12, 2002. 

pLECTTON 

Applicant hereby elects, without prejudice and without traverse, Invention I (Crane). However, 
applicant retains the right to subsequently file a division* application with respect to the other 
Invention,. Applicant believes that claims 9 to 36 apply to Invention I rather than clatms 9-35 
as suggested by the examiner. 

With respect to ,he examiner's identification of three species in respect of Invention 1, the 
applicant believes that at least one generic claim will be finally held to be allowable and that a 
species' election will not be required. 

„ a species' eteeiion is required. H» applied be.ie.es rha. specie* I <* P— ™ displacement 
m ean S > is ine.uded in speeies n displeoemen. means). Indeed, "fluid" is defined in me 
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Websters Third New International Dictionary (see the enclosed copy of a portion of page 877) 
as «a substance that alters its shape in response to any Force however small, thai tends to flow 
or to conform to the outline of its container, and that includes gases and liquids and in strictly 
technical use certain plastics, solids and mixtures of solids and liquids capable of flow". 

Therefor, applicant elects, without prejudice and without traverse, species II providedit includes 
species I and further provided no generic claim is found to be allowable. 

The applicants believes that claims 13 - 23 are readable on the elected species as well evidently 
as the generic claims 9-12 and 34-36. However, applicant retains the right to subsequently file 
a divisional application with respect to the other species. 

The examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned, applicants attorney of record, to facilitate 
advancement of the present application. 


Respectfully submitted, 
FRANCOIS DHLANEY 
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